
Fossils Challenge Theory of Rapid 
Animal Evolution in Cambrian  
John Roach 

For National Geographic News 

July 20, 2001 

Most major animal groups appear for the first time in the fossil 
record some 545 million years ago in a relatively short period of 
time known as the Cambrian explosion. The explanation of this 
sudden arrival is a scientific conundrum.  
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The fossil record suggests that exceptional evolutionary activity took place 

over 10 million years at the base of the Cambrian and generated the 

ancestors of nearly all the animal groups living on Earth today, as well as 

others that failed to see modern times.  

But many scientists believe that such rapid evolution is not possible. They 

postulate that there was an extended period of evolutionary progression 

that left behind a scant fossil record.  

Now, two well-preserved fossils half a millimeter (one-fiftieth of an inch) 

long of crustaceans—ancient relatives to crabs, shrimp, and lobsters—

found in 511 million-year-old limestone deposits in Shropshire, England, 

lend credence to the theory that a long evolutionary fuse preceded the 

Cambrian explosion.  

"It proves you had advanced arthropods very early on," said Mark Williams, 

a researcher at the British Geological Survey in the United Kingdom and 

co-author of a research paper on the crustacean fossils in the July 20 

issue of Science. "It suggests that there was a protracted period of 

arthropod evolution prior to the Cambrian."  
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Exquisitely Preserved  

The fossils are the oldest crustaceans ever found and are particularly 

unique in that the animals' soft body parts have been exquisitely 

preserved. Usually soft body parts, such as legs, mouth, and abdomen, 

decay and only the shells remain.  

"Shells are not uncommon, but they don't really give us the lowdown on 

their biological affinities," said Richard Fortey, a paleontologist at the 

Natural History Museum in London and author of a companion piece to the 

research article in Science. "You need very special conditions to preserve 

the soft parts."  

Williams and his collaborator David Siveter of the University of Leicester 

thought such conditions might exist in the Cambrian limestone in 

Shropshire. So they went and dug some up of the limestone and 

processed it in a laboratory at the University of Leicester. They used acetic 

acid to dissolve the limestone, which leaves behind a residue of fossils 

preserved by calcium phosphate minerals.  

Their labor yielded the crustacean fossils. The soft body parts are intact 

and preserved in three dimensions, like mummy remains. Microscopic 

images show the shell, head appendages that include antennae and 

mouth, and the body of the specimens.  

"It has all the morphology to prove it was a crustacean," said Williams. "It is 

a wonderful fossil."  

 

 

  

The Nephilim were an  antediluvian race (pre-flood) race which are referred to in 
the Bible as giants. They were reportedly the children born from the "daughters of 
men'', and the "Sons of God''. It is most important to note that they are mentioned 
almost simultaneous to God's statement that He would destroy the earth by flood, 
and it seems from this association that their affect upon mankind was one of the 
primary justifications that brought the destruction.  
 

http://nwcreation.net/antediluviancivilizations.html


Genesis 6:1-7 
1 When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born 
to them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and 
they married any of them they chose. 3 Then the LORD said, "My Spirit will not 
contend with man forever, for he is mortal ; his days will be a hundred and twenty 
years." 4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days—and also afterward—
when the sons of God went to the daughters of men and had children by them. 
They were the heroes of old, men of renown. 5 The LORD saw how great man's 
wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil all the time. 6 The LORD was grieved that he had made 
man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7 So the LORD said, "I will 
wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men and 
animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am 
grieved that I have made them." NIV 
 

The Sons of God 

Nobody knows what the ''Sons of God'' were, but the most obvious interpretation 
is that the Nephilim were a hybrid race between two distinct but sexually 
compatible beings. Many believe the ''Sons of God'' were fallen angels who 
corrupted mankind. The ''Sons of God''' are clearly distinguished from the 
daughters of men. This suggests the ''Sons of God'' were either not born on earth 
or simply righteous men as opposed to earthly. We can only speculate, but as 
angels are not biological organisms, they are not likely to be reproductively 
compatible with humans.  

Another logical interpretation for the ''Sons of God'' is they were other created 
men. It is largely assumed that Adam and Eve were the only humans created in 
the beginning, but the Bible does not describe every person on earth, nor even 
everyone that was important to God. Only key individuals or situations are 
included within the text, and we can not say with certainty that God only created 
one pair of humans. 

The phrase "sons of God" used in Genesis 6 is “bene elohim”, which used 
apparently only three other times in Scripture and in each of the other cases it is 
found in the book of Job which is accepted as one of the most ancient books 
written. Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7. 

Job 1:6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the LORD, and Satan came also among them.  
Job 2:1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present 
himself before the LORD.  
Job 38:7 When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted 
for joy? 



And Also Afterward 

In Genesis 6:4 it is said the Nephilim were on the Earth in those days - and also 
afterward. This seems to clearly imply that the Nephilim were also on the Earth 
after the flood of Noah. Although the Nephilim are only mentioned one other time 
in scripture after Genesis 6, during a false report brought back to Moses by the 
explorers of Canaan, this reference would suggest that the Israelites were 
familiar with the Nephilim. 
 
Numbers 13:30-33 
30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up 
and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it." 31 But the men who 
had gone up with him said, "We can't attack those people; they are stronger than 
we are." 32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land 
they had explored. They said, "The land we explored devours those living in it. All 
the people we saw there are of great size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there (the 
descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in 
our own eyes, and we looked the same to them." NIV 
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 Who are the sons of God and the Nephilim?  

Were the Nephilim sons of God? 

Fallen Angels?  Giants of Genesis 6:4? 

A common belief which we share is that the "sons of  
God" who did marry the "daughters of men" were fallen angels.  

Why did God send the judgment of the Flood in the days of Noah? The strange events recorded 
in Genesis 6 were understood by the ancient rabbinical sources, as well as the Septuagint 
translators, as referring to fallen angels procreating weird hybrid offspring with human women-
known as the Nephilim. This was far more than simply a historical issue, the unique events 
leading to the Flood are a prerequisite to understanding the prophetic implications of our Lord's 
predictions regarding His Second Coming.  This is believed to have happened both before the 
Flood and after the flood.  In Israel at the time of David, and before this when the Hebrews were 
scouting the land - there were tribes of these Nephilim - Goliath the giant of Gath is one 
example.  Early Church fathers also understood this to be the case.  It appears that these fallen 
angels were active all over the world.   These bizarre giants living on the earth are also echoed 
in the legends and myths of nearly every ancient culture.  The ancient Greeks, the Egyptians, 
the Hindus, the South Sea Islanders, the American Indians, and most all the others have these 
legends.  

The Hebrew word Nephelim (plural of nephel) (Nephilim) literally means "rejects". The Hebrew 
plural for Nephites would be "Nephi'im". 

                          
Satan probably put this plan to interrupt Abraham's "seed into motion, as soon as it was made 
known that the Seed of the Woman (Christ) was to come through ABRAHAM. 

Bible Probe Note: Our use of the Word "irruption" in this article below means: act of rushing; 
act of breaking in; intrusion, raid; sudden increase.  

  
Genesis 6:4 (Original KJV):  
There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that,  
when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and  

they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which  

were of old, men of renown. 

Bible Probe Note: Note the words; "and also after that". This  

probably tells of two "irruptions" by Satan's seed.  One before Noah's  

 time and another after the flood.   They were called “The Watchers” in 
The Book of Enoch. 
  

 

http://www.rationalchristianity.net/nephilim.html


 
 
Their descendents, called Nephilim (translated "giants"), were monsters of 
iniquity; and being superhuman in size and in their wicked character, had to 
be destroyed.  Was this the one and only object of the Flood?  

  
 
Genesis 6:12 (Original KJV):  
And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt;  
for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.  

 
Only Noah and his family had preserved their pedigree pure from Adam (Genesis 6:9). All the 
rest had become "corrupt" (shachath). The only remedy was to destroy it  
defacto (Latin for "in fact"), as it had become defacto destroyed.  

This irruption of fallen angels before Noah's day was probably Satan's first attempt to prevent 
the coming of the "Seed of the woman" foretold in Genesis 3:15. If this could be accomplished, 
God's Word would have failed, and Satan's own doom would be averted. 

Genesis 3:15 (Original KJV):  
And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between  

thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt  
bruise his heel.  also see Isaiah 7:14 

Satan's plan was to occupy Canaan with "his own seed" 
in advance of Abraham's seed.   

As soon as it was made known that the Seed of the woman was to come through ABRAHAM, 
there must have been another irruption, as recorded in Genesis 6:4 (see above), "and also after 
that" (that is to say, after the days of Noah, more than 500 years after the first irruption). The 
aim of the enemy was to occupy Canaan in advance of Abraham, and so to contest its 
occupation by his seed. For, when Abraham entered Canaan, we read (Genesis 12:6) "the 
Canaanite was then (that is to say, already) in the land." 

Also in Genesis we see two more attempts by Satan to interfere with Abraham's  

seed before the birth of Isaac, as told in both Genesis 12:10-20 and in Genesis 20:1-18.  

  

In the late 1950’s, during road construction in the Euphrates Valley of south-east Turkey, many 
tombs containing the remains of giants were uncovered. At the sites the leg bones were 
measured to be 120 cms (47.24 inches). Joe Taylor, Director of Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, was 
commissioned to sculpt the human femur. This Antediluvian giant stood some 14-16 ft tall (see 
below).  

Genesis 6:4 claims: "There were giants in the earth in those days;" Deuteronomy 3:11 states 
that the bed of Og, king of Bashan, was 9 cubits by 4 cubits (approximately 14 ft long by 6 ft 



wide).  
  

Antediluvian Giants' bone below 



 

Other human Fossil finds 
 



Genesis 6: 1-8 Original KJV: 

1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were 
born unto them,  

2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives 
of all which they chose.  

3 And the LORD said, My Spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his 
days shall be an hundred and twenty years.  

4 There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came 
in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men 
which were of old, men of renown.  

5 And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  

6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.  

7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both 
man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have 
made them.  

8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.  

  

The following assaults of the great Satanic Enemy  

stand out prominently in the Bible: 

reference: therain.org  

  

Abraham's wife Sarai was captured by Pharaoh in Egypt (thinking she was Abraham's sister) 
before Isaac was born (Genesis, Chapter 12) 

Abraham's wife Sarai was captured (taken) by Abimelech, king of Gerar (thinking she was 
Abraham's sister) before Isaac was born.  (Genesis, Chapter 20) 

The attempted destruction of the male line of Israel in Egypt, Exodus 1:15-16:  

15. And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, of  

http://www.therain.org/appendixes/app23.html


which the name of one was Shiphrah, and the name of the  

other Puah:  
16. And he said, When ye do the office of a midwife to the  

Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if it be a  

son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she  

shall live.  

 
The destruction of the whole nation in Pharaoh's pursuit, Exodus 14. 

After David's line was singled out (2 Samuel 7), that was the next selected for assault. Satan's 
first assault was in the union of Jehoram and Athaliah by Jehoshaphat, notwithstanding 2 
Chronicles 17:1. Jehoram killed off all his brothers (2 Chronicles 21:4). 

The Arabians slew all his children, except Ahaziah (2 Chronicles 21:17; 22:1). 

When Ahaziah died, Athaliah killed "all the seed royal" (2 Chronicles 22:10).  

The babe Joash alone was rescued; and, for six years, the faithfulness of Jehovah's word was at 
stake (2 Chronicles 23:3). 

Hezekiah was childless, when a double assault was made by the King of Assyria and the King of 
Terrors (Isaiah 36:1; 38:1). God's faithfulness was appealed to and relied on (Psalm 136). 

In Captivity, Haman was used to attempt the destruction of the whole nation (Esther 3:6,12,13. 
Compare 6:1). 

Joseph's fear was worked on (Matthew 1:18-20). Notwithstanding the fact that he was "a just 
man", and kept the Law, he did not wish to have Mary stoned to death (Deuteronomy 24:1); 
hence Joseph determined to divorce her. But God intervened: "Fear not". 

Herod sought the young Child's life (Matthew 2). 

At the Temptation, "Cast Thyself down" was Satan's temptation. 

At Nazareth, again (Luke 4), there was another attempt to cast Him down and destroy Him. 

   The two storms on the Lake were other attempts. 

At length the cross was reached, and the sepulchre closed; the watch set; and the stone sealed. 
But "God raised Him from the dead." And now, like another Joash, He is seated and expecting 
(Hebrews 10:12,13), hidden in the house of God on high; and the members of "the one body" 
are hidden there "in Him" (Colossians 3:1-3), like another Jehoshaba; and going forth to witness 
of His coming, like another Jehoiada (2Chronicles 23:3). 

   The irruption of "the fallen angels" ("sons of God") was the first attempt; and was directed 



against the whole human race. 

   When Abraham was called, then he and his seed were attacked. 

   When David was enthroned, then the royal line was assailed. 

   And when "the Seed of the woman" Himself came, then the storm burst upon Him. 
 

 

        

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”  

—Romans viii. 14.  
  

Hildegard of Bingen wrote about fallen angels in 1150 AD.  She states they aligned themselves to the dark 
(negative) instead of to the light (positive-God per the Bible).   
   

Another non-canonical tradition says that God's Angels swarmed down and 
killed the remaining Nephilim... 

God seeing his creation on the brink of destruction acted to save man from this treachery, and 
he set out to wipe corrupt man (and beast) from the face of the earth. God did not do this so as 
to punish man but to save him from an evil he had no way of understanding. God saved Noah 
and his family and man began anew.  As did the evil.  

But it was the unauthorized act of revelation that outraged the archangels, and it was that act 
which God punished. "I shall restore the Earth, so that not all the sons of men shall be destroyed 
through the mystery which the Watchers made known." Divinely commanded, the obedient 
Watchers swept down and defeated their brothers, whose punishment was to watch the death of 
their children before being themselves imprisoned in the mountains and deserts of the Earth until 
Judgment Day, when they will be cast into the lake of eternal fire. (Azazel is the only Watcher 
whose burial place is believed to be known: under a heap of stones at the foot of the cliff of 
Haradan, in what is now the Sinai, where, regarded as a demon, he received every year the 
scapegoat driven into the desert with its burden of Israel's sins. --Alternately, he is sometimes 
said to have hurled himself into the sky and become the constellation Orion.) God sends the 
prophet Enoch to scold them in their imprisonment, saying that as spiritual beings they were 
never intended to have wives as mortal men do (of course, their creator could presumably have 
seen to it that they felt no longing for sex or love, but he apparently neglected to do so) and even 
scorning the knowledge they shared with humanity - "You were in heaven, but its secret had not 
been revealed to you and a worthless mystery you knew." - although the Four Archangels' 
concern surely contradicts this mocking remark. Other Apocryphal books say that even now they 
are held and tortured in the terrible Fifth Heaven, set aside for just this purpose. (I Enoch XIII 
describes the Watchers/Grigori as stricken mute with guilt and terror after Enoch's reproof, and 
indeed in II Enoch the Grigori imprisoned in the Fifth Heaven are voiceless giants.) The world, 
meanwhile, is swept clean in a great earthquake and flood, destroying the Nephilim's lands, to 



which many writers trace the worldwide legends of a catastrophic inundation. 

But the Watchers' teaching continued to influence humankind in the ages after the Deluge, even 
though now condemned and studied in secret. In Jubilees VIII:1-5, Kainam, Noah's grandson, 
"came upon a writing which men of old had carved on a rock...it contained the teaching of the 
Watchers, in accordance with which they used to observe the omens of the sun and moon and 
all the signs of heaven. And he wrote it down and said nothing about it..." fearing punishment 
from Noah, who blamed the Watchers for the Flood and constantly warned his clan against any 
dealings with them or their descent. (Must have been one blessed huge rock, unless the 
Watchers' skills included micro-engraving.) This is especially notable because Kainam is the 
brother of Chesed, father of Ur, who is said in the Apocrypha to have founded the famous 
Chaldean city of that name. "And [they] grew up and lived in Ur of the Chaldees," says Jubilees 
(XI:7-8) of Serug and Nahor, Kainam's descendants, "and worshipped idols...and [Nahor's] 
father instructed him in the learning of the Chaldees, how to divine and foretell the future from 
the signs of heaven." It's most tempting to conclude that Kainam's grandchildren through 
generations inherited and studied the written record he had made from the stone; that the 
legendary wisdom of the Chaldeans, which amazes history, had descended to them from the 
Watchers themselves 

The Nephilim - and, some say, their children, the Elioud/Eljo - were physically exterminated by 
the avenging angel horde. But, though their half-mortal bodies could be slain, their half-angel 
souls could not, nor could they be held in chains. They remain on the earth, wandering at will, 
and though chaotic and destructive will not be punished for their deeds until the Final Judgment 
"in which the great age will be brought to an end". Occult tradition holds that now and then a 
Nephilim spirit will incarnate in human form (the souls of those who quit the body violently, it's 
said, are most pure...).  

The Apocrypha claim the disembodied Nephilim are the origin of demons, and accuse them of many 

crimes. Jubilees places the blame for the Flood squarely upon the fornication of the Watchers and the 

iniquity and bloodshed of the Nephilim. "And now the giants who were born from souls and flesh will be 

called evil spirits upon the earth," charges I Enoch XV-XVI, "From the day of...the slaughter and 

destruction of the giant Nephilim, the mighty ones of the earth, the great famous ones, the spirits that have 

gone out from their souls as from the flesh will destroy without judgment." Even the mortal women who 

are their mothers are cursed to become sirens and demonesses. In Jubilees X:1-6, Noah's sons beg him to 

protect their children from "unclean demons" who are "leading astray, blinding and killing" them; Noah, 

petitioning God to "let not wicked spirits rule over [my grandchildren] and destroy them", adds, "Thou 

knowest what thy Watchers, the fathers of these spirits, did in my day..." making it clear that the demonic 

spirits and the Nephilim are considered one and the same. (One wonders if Kainam was one of these 

grandchildren being "led astray" by a "demonic" Nephilim familiar. Maybe it was helping him interpret 

the stone...) 

 

 
Archeology News 

November 2005  

Archaeologists digging at the purported biblical home of Goliath have 



unearthed a shard of pottery bearing an inscription of the Philistine's 
name, a find they claim lends historical credence to the Bible's tale of 
David's battle with Goliath.  
 
While the discovery is not definitive evidence of Goliath's existence, it 
does support the Bible's depiction of life at the time the battle was 
supposed to have occurred, said Dr. Aren Maeir, a professor at Bar-Ilan 
University and director of the excavation.  
 
"What this means is that at the time there were people there named 
Goliath," he said. "It shows us that David and Goliath's story reflects the 
cultural reality of the time."  
 
Some scholars assert the story of David slaying the giant Goliath is a 
myth written down hundreds of years later. Maeir said finding the scraps 
lends historical credence to the biblical story.  
 
The shard dates back to around 950 B.C., within 70 years of when 
biblical chronology asserts David squared off against Goliath, making it 
the oldest Philistine inscription ever found, the archaeologists said.  
 
Scientists made the discovery at Tel es-Safi, a dig site in southern Israel 
thought to be to be the location of the Philistine city of Gath.  
 
Maeir doubts an archaeological find can ever prove Goliath's existence, 
but said the shard was exciting nonetheless because of its depiction of 
life during the time period.  
  

 


